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THE MAGIC SHEHNAI

LLAH K

Of all the Indian indigenous musical instruments “Shehnai”
a wind instrument similar to the oboc in tone but having
seven holes on its stafl” in place of keys has perhaps the
sweetest tone. s music as very closely associated since
times immemorial with the temple musie of India and it
has therefore the widest appeal to the masses. Possibly
for the same reason the music of shehnai is an essential
accessory to most Indian weddings and other auspicious
occasions.

Bismillah Khan who gives two brilliant expositions on
this dise is widely acknowledged as the finest shehnai
player m India today. e has reached the pimnacle of
fame after years of hard work and determined effort,and
the crowning achievement of his art came carlier this year
when the President of the Indian Union conferred on this
celebrated artiste the title of Padma Shri.

SIDE ONE
RAGA POORIA DHANASHRI

This is an evening melody and is sprightly in character. This “raga’
permits all the seven notes of the scale in the ascent and descent. The
second and the sixth notes (Re and Dha respectively) are flat and
the fourth note (Ma) is sharp. The frequent use of the phrase
Ma-Ga-Re-Ga distinguishes this “raga™ from other “ragas™ having the
same notes. The artiste starts the exposition with a short “alap” or
mvocation and goes on to give a masterly performance of the basic
theme 1n a rhythm consisting of 16 equal beats (“matras”) known as

“Teental™. Throughout the performance the artiste’s brilliant work-

manship and astonishing control on his blowing are evident.

Born in a small place in t
India forty six years ago, Bi
years past made his home in
situated on the banks of the b
that as a youngster he was fir
art of shehnai playing by hi
shehnai player at the time
Temple. Later he attracted tl
people by playing in congerts,
the Radio, and today there
concert or conference where
perform,

Bismillah Khan 1s equall
classical, or popular melodi
second L.P. rclease he offers
will provide a rich experience

SIDE
RAGA BHAIRAVI

Bhairavi is essentially a morning mc
the scale are permissible in this “r"
to render this “raga’ as the conclu
regardless of the hour. Its mood

theme and treatment accorded to it

sigde the artiste’s exposition 1s on t
classical form, in a rhythm of 16 eq
and the performance is replete with
from the lighthearted to the serene.
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